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Do you recognise these numbers?  



 

• Environmental performance reviews 
(EPRs) 

• EPRs as a tool to monitor progress 
towards SDGs 

• Using SDGs in EPRs 

Outline of the presentation 
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Broad and evidence-based assessment 

• of the environmental past performance  

• of a country 

• done with the country 

• and with other countries (peers) 

Balanced: successes, good practices and 
challenges 

In a global government perspective 

 Targeted recommendations for the future 
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EPR: what is it? 

2030 
Agenda 



Helping countries assess progress in meeting 
national and international commitments 

Stimulating greater accountability to other 
countries and to the public 

 

 

Improve the individual and collective 
environmental performance of OECD members 

and partners   
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EPRs’ objectives 
SDGs 



Part I – Progress towards sustainable development 

1. Environmental performance: trends and 

recent policy developments (air, water, 

waste, biodiversity, climate) 

2. Environmental governance and management 

3. Towards green growth (eco-socio-env) 

Part II – Two selected themes for in-depth analysis 
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EPRs to monitor SDGs 



Thematic in-depth chapters 

 



Goal Target Indicator Coverage in EPRs 

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages  

  

  

3.9 

  

Reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from 

hazardous chemicals and air, water, and soil 

pollution and contamination 

The cost of air pollution (incl. mortality and morbidity) 

  

1. Env. performance; 2. 

Env. management; 

thematic chapter  

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation  

  

  

  

  

  

6.1 Achieve safe drinking water for all People with sustainable access to safe drinking water 1. Env. performance; 2. 

Env. Management; 3. 

Green growth; thematic 

chapter 

6.2 Achieve adequate sanitation for all Population connected to public wastewater treatment 

plants 

6.3 Reduce water pollution Wastewater produced by the city that is collected and 

treated 

6.4 Increase water-use efficiency Water productivity 

6.a Expand water and sanitation support to developing 

countries 

Aid to water and sanitation 

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all  

  

  

  

  

7.1 Ensure universal access to modern energy Clean energy investment 1. Env. performance; 2. 

Env. Management; 3. 

Green growth; thematic 

chapter 

7.2 Increase renewable energy Share of renewable energy in the energy mix 

7.3 Double the rate of improvement of energy 

efficiency 

Energy productivity 

7.a Enhance international co-operation on clean 

energy 

Clean energy patents (number of inventions and those 

involving cross-border collaboration) 

Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all  

  

  

  

  

8.2 Boost productivity Environmentally adjusted multifactor productivity 3. Green growth 

  8.4 

  

  

Improve resource efficiency in consumption and 

production 

  

  

Production-based and demand-based CO2 emissions from 

energy 

Effective tax rates on energy use 

Environmentally related taxes 

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and foster innovation  

  

  

  

9.4 Make infrastructure and industries sustainable CO2 emission productivity 3. Green growth 

9.5 Enhance scientific research Environment-related R&D expenditure, Green patents 

9.a Enhance support for sustainable infrastructure in 

developing countries 

Aid to infrastructure 

Mapping SDGs, indicators and EPR 

chapters 

 



Goal Target Indicator Coverage in EPRs 

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable  

  

  

11.6 

  

Reduce cities' environmental impacts 

  

Municipal waste generation per capita and recycling rate 1. Env. performance; 2. Env. 

Management; thematic chapters Exposure of urban population to air pollution (PM2.5) 

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns  

  

  

  

12.2 Achieve sustainable natural resource use Material productivity 1. Env. performance; 2. Env. 

Management; thematic chapters 

 
12.4 Achieve environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and all wastes 

Municipal waste generation and treatment 

 

12.c Rationalise fossil-fuel subsidies Estimated budgetary support and tax expenditures for 

fossil fuels 

3. Green growth 

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts  

  

  

13.2 Integrate climate change into national 

planning 

Requirements regarding reporting of GHG emissions in 

(investment) plans  

3. Green growth; thematic chapter 

13.a Mobilise $100 billion a year of climate 

finance for developing countries by 2020  

Climate finance 

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development  

  14.5 Conserve 10% of coastal and marine 

areas by 2020 

Marine protected areas (as % of EEZ) 1. Env. performance; thematic 

chapters 

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainability manage forests, combat desertification and halt 

and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss  

  15.5 Halt loss of biodiversity and natural 

habitats by 2020 

Threatened species, share of known or assessed species, 

Terrestrial protected areas (% of total area) 

1. Env. performance; thematic 

chapters 

  15.a Mobilise resources to conserve 

biodiversity and ecosystems 

Biodiversity-related aid flows  

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development   

  17.2 Implement ODA commitments ODA flows 3. Green growth 

 17.7 Promote environmentally sound 

technologies in DCs  

17.9 Develop measurements of progress on 

sustainable development that 

complement GDP 

Total Official Support for Sustainable Development 

Mapping SDGs, indicators and EPR 

chapters 

 



Using SDGs in EPRs: NZD example 
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New Zealand's starting position on each sustainable development goal (SDG) relative to the OECD average 

New Zealand OECD

a) All indicator scores are placed on a common scale running from 0 to 100: 100 corresponds to the target or end value as referred to in SDGs, international
agreements, best international practices or other sources; 0 corresponds to the value that only 10% of OECD countries failed to reach in the base year (2010).
See Table 1 in OECD (2016), Measuring Distance to the SDGs Targets. 

Source: Based on OECD (2016), Measuring Distance to the SDGs Targets; IEA (2016), IEA CO2 Emissions from Fuel Combustion (database); OECD (2015), 
OECD production- and consumption-based CO2 emission estimates (database).
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SDGs used to frame the 
discussion on countries’ 
contribution to GG and 
SD at global level: 
• Trade & environment 
• Aid & environment 



• EPRs are being already used to monitor 
progress towards SDGs, but link can be 
made more visible/explicit 

• SDGs can help put the international 
dimension of green growth into context 

• For more information: 

 

To conclude… 

http://oe.cd/epr  
Ivana Capozza (EPR team leader) ivana.capozza@oecd.org 
Žiga Zarnic (ENV Special Advisor) ziga.zarnic@oecd.org  

http://oe.cd/epr
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